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OPENING OF THE MISSISSIPPI,

By john Mcelroy.
CHAPTER XXXV.

EXD OF TIIE SIEGE.
Another DlowinR'l'p of Fort Hill.Ter-

rlflc fnnnuuade.Pemberton Call* a
Council of War.Decision to Surren¬
der.MeettnK With (Jen. tirant.Stub-
Itorn luMi.ntanee Upon Better Terms.
Surrender at l.ant.

The result of the blowing up of Fort
Hill, as McPherson's men called it, or

of the "3d La. Redan," as the Confed¬
erates officially termed it, brought some

cheer and exultation to the defenders,
but not much confidence, while the
temporary defeat really encouraged the
ITnion soldiers. These had come so
near succeeding that they were san¬
guine that the next time they could
not fail. In spite of their repulse they
had not given up an inch of the ground
which they had gained, and remained
in possession of the crater of the de¬
stroyed fort, which before nightfall
they had converted into a formidable
work of their own, impregnable to a
Confederate assault and an admirable
base from which they could attack the
defenders. As the fort was on the
highest ground in the vicinity, and from
it there was a general slope to the
river, it was evident that at the worst
the enemy could not construct many
more inner works, if any, because these

to throw a shell over the works was
taken up by the Engineers and im¬
proved upon. It was found that sec¬
tions of the tough sweetgum wood were
best for this purpose, and they were
still further reinforced by having three
iron bands shrunk around them. These
made very powerful pieces of artillery
as long as they lasted, and would throw
a six or 12-pound shell with great ac¬

curacy from 50 to 100 yards, and last
about 100 rounds. Eventually the whole
front was studded with these little mor¬
tars, which inflicted great loss upon the
defenders. A number were set around
the crater of Fort Hill, and assisted
greatly in driving back the enemy from
the new fort.
The enemy was no less active, and

worked strenuously to prevent the ad¬
vance of the saps. In spite of every¬
thing the sap-rollers would become dry
and inflammable. The enemy would
throw fire-balls of cotton saturated with
camphene against the sap-rollers, and
when one took fire the conflagration was
aided by throwing hand grenades
against it, and very frequently the roller
burned up in spite of all that the sol¬
diers could do, and exposed the head
of the sap to the vicious fire of the
enemy's infantry behind the works.

The Second Blowing: Up.

By the night of June 30 the mines
had been extended under the new fort;
they were packed with about 2,250

Simultaneously with the explosion the
enemy opened a terrific fire at short
range from two eight-Inch columbiads,
two 30-pounder Parrott guns, and one
12-pounder howitzer, and a mortar
throwing 12-pound shell (afterward
ascertained to be a wooden mortar),
concentrating their whole fire on this
one point. This mortar did us great
damage, having exact range of our po¬
sition and throwing shells heavily
charged with powder. The force of
this terrific explosion threw the offi¬
cers and men of the 6th Mo. and a por¬
tion of the 3d La. back from the works
over the brow of the hill, knocking off
th*lr hats and their guns out of their
hands, bruising and wounding quite a
number; but notwithstanding this,
these gallant soldiers rallied, seized the
nearest gun, and rushed back to the
works. The veterans of the 3d La.
raised a cheer, which was quickly tak¬
en up by our troops. Immediately af¬
ter the explosion, I ordered up the 2d
Mo., under Lieut.-Col. Senteny, to
this point, and about 6 p. m. relieved
the 6th Mo. with the 2d Mo. The fire
from the enemy's batteries was kept
up till after dark, and from the mortar
during the entire night.

"This day the 6th Mo. lost eight
killed and 48 wounded, and the 2d Mo.
lost three killed and 35 wounded;
many severely, who afterward died.
"Among the killed of today is num¬

bered one of the best officers In the
Missouri army.Lieut.-Col. Pembroke
S. Senteny, of the 2d Mo..brave, cool
and generous.a model soldier and
officer; and also Lieuts. Crenshaw and
Roseberry, of the 6th Mo."

EBtlaeerlnc Difficulties.

All the running of saps and of mines
and the estimation of distances had to
be made under the greatest difficulties
by the Engineers and others engaged
in conducting the work. The sharp-
shooting was so incessant and accurate
that a finger could not be stuck up
above protection, and any effort to se¬
cure a glimpse of the ground in front of
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would be overlooked from the next
point gained.

Capt. Hickenlooper's indefatigable
miners, under the command of Lieut.
Russell, were greatly elated by the
complete success of their part of the
work in the destruction of the fort, and
with renewed energy set about digging
a mine under the new fort which had
loomed up across the path of Logan's
Division.

While so engaged the engineers and
working parties were busy along the
whole 12 miles of line of Investment in
pushing forward the preparations for
a general assault. Wherever ground
could be gained by digging to make
standing room for massed men it was
<*one, and the approaches were every¬
where widened so as to admit the rush.i
ing forward of columns of fours at the
supreme moment. The crater of Fort
Hill was armed with heavy siege guns
to fire directly into the breach which
would be made by the explosion of the
projected mine, and the artillery was
reinforced by a number of wooden
Coehorn mortars.

Wooden Mortars.
As the siege progressed the Union

soldiers became very expert in the
science of engineering and. the manu¬
facture of siege materials. Capt. Fred¬
erick I. Prime, the Chief Engineer of
the Army, pays a deserved tribute to
the ingenuity and resourcefulness of
the men of the army, saying in his re¬
port:
"The want of officers of Engineers

has already been referred to, there be¬
ing at no more than three on
engineer do«t Over a line so extended
and ground s.* rough as that which sur¬
rounds Vickshurg, only a general su¬
pervision was possible, and this gave
to the siege one of its peculiar charac¬
teristics; namely, that many times, at
different placts, the work that should
be done, and the way it should be done,
depended on officers, or even on men,
without either theoretical or practical
knowledge of siege operations, and who
had to rely upon th«*ir native good sense
und ingenuity. Whether a battery was
to be constructed by men who had
never built one before, a sap-roller
made by those who had never heard the
rr.me, or a ship's gun-carriage to be
built, it was done, and, after a few
trials, was well done. But while stat¬
ing the power of adaptation to circum¬
stances and fertility of resources which
our mer. poss< ss in so high a degree, it
11.list be recollected that these powers
were shown at the expense of time, and
while a relieving force was gathering
in our rear. Officers and men had to
ham to be engineers while the siege
was guing on."
The ingenuity of the "men was par¬

ticularly illustrated in the matter of
h&nd grenades. The rebels occupying
higher ground had all the time a de¬
cided advantage in the use of this spe¬
cies of weapons, since all that was nec¬
essary for them to do was to light six
and 12-pound shells and start them
tolling down the bank. The distance
v.as too great for the Union soldiers to
throw them back by hand, and they
were compelled to other devices. One
of these vtas a springboard. A long
plank would be weighted at one end
and arranged so that it could be re¬
leased by a trigger when a lighted shell
was placed on the other end and toss
this up just high enough to fall down
behind the enemy's works. Some of
these springs wtro made with twisted
ropes and hickory »&plings* In some
Instances hi^Iicry sap'ing3 were used
with a basket of on the end to
hold the sh*/*,

f The happy thought of some of the
men of making a little cavity in a block
Of wood In which to hold two or Ciree
musket cartridges and give force enough
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THE MINTS UNDER THE REBEL FORT

pounds of powder, and then ftrmly
tamped with earth, timbers, etc. Every¬
thing was ready for the explosion by
the morning of July 1, but the time
set for firing the fuse was 1:30, and
apain the whole long length of the
Union lines vere manned with sharp¬
shooters, with heavy bodies of troops
in the prepared rendezvous in readiness
for a general assault should such be
deemed advisable. Again Gen. Grant
took up his place in the fort near ihe
White House to direct the operations,
and his subordinate officers were at
their stations at the head of their
troops.
The orders were, as before, to allow

the firing to die down to complete si¬
lence, and then at the moment of the
explosion open up with all the force of
musketry and artillery. The hour set
vas awaited in tense silence by the as¬
sembled army. The fuses worked per¬
fectly; the explosion raised an Immense
mass of earth, timber, guns and gun-
carriages into the air, and threw some
of the defenders of the work and some
of those engaged in counter-mining
clear over into the Union lines. A crater
was made about 20 feet deep and 50
feet in diameter, virtually destroying
the fort. At that instant the artillery
and musketry opened up in terrific vol¬
ume and force along the entire line,
and directly in front of the breach two
nine-inch Dahlgren guns, a battery of
large Parrott siege guns, a battery of
field pieces and several of the wooden
Coehorn mortars concentrated the most
terrific fire upon the breach. This was
accompanied by what the Confederate
Engineer described as the deadliest fire
of musketry he had ever known.

Maj. H. H. Lockett, Pemberton's Chief
Engineer, had anticipated the explo¬
sion, and was a few moments before
with his counter-miners attempting to
pi event it by blowing up the Union
mines. Six of the seven men with him
were killed. He immediately rushed to
the breach to do what he could to stopit and protect the garrison. At first
tney tried to throw up an embankment
with shovels from each side, but this
was immediately*swept away before the I
ttrrific lire. Then sand-bags were gath¬ered and thrown in, to be swept awayin their turn. The ground was too
rou;?h for an assault, and the Union
soldiers contented themselves with
keeping up a devastating fire. At last
the enemy secured some protection by
filling tent files and wagon covers with
earth and tolling them into the breach.
In this way they secured a temporaryrespite, though the Union artillery and
n»;;?ketry continued to r>lay into the
ure^ch for 48 hours. During this time
Capt. S. K. Tresilian, the Engineer of
th" Third Division, fired into the breach
102 six-pound shells and 366 12-pound,besides an unreported number ot still
heavier missiles. The enemy lost some¬
thing over 100 men killed and wounded
by the .shells and the awful musketryfire.
As to the effect of this terrible fire

upon the enemy we have the following
report by Col. F. M. Cockrell, who
commanded the First Brigade, Mis¬
souri Volunteers, and who was for
many years after a Senator from Mis¬
souri. He says;

"Oil the evening of July 1 the enemy
exploded a mine, charged with at least
2,000 pounds of powder, the crater
making & fearful breach through a
portion of the redan, burying Lieut.
John T. Crenshaw and killing Lieut.
John Roseberry and several privates
of the 6th Mo., some of whom were
blown high up into the air and buried
In the wreck. Eight negroes and the
overseer in charge working a counter¬
mine, were also killed. A large num¬
ber of the 6th Mo. were blown up and
thrown over the brow of the hill, and

. quite a number severely wounded.

AT VICKSBURG.

the works on either aide was made at
imminent risk of life. Consequently
the Engineers took full advantage of
the truces that sometimes occurred for
the purpose of burying the dead to get
a survey of the ground between the
works. Maj. S. H. Lockett, Pember-
ton's Chief Engineer, tells how Gen.
Sherman prevented him from getting
a much desired examination of the
ground in his front:

"While standing on the parapet of
this work a Federal orderly came up to
me and said that Gen. Sherman wished
to speak to me. Following the orderly,
I reached a group of officers standing
some 200 yards in front of our line. One
of these came forward, introduced him¬
self as Gen. Sherman, and said:

"I saw that you were an officer by
your insignia of rank, and have asked
you to meet me, to put into your hands
some letters intrusted to me by North¬
ern friendu of some of your officers and
men. I thought this would be a good
opportunity to deliver this mail before
it got too old."
To this I replied:
"Yes, General, it would have been

very old, indeed, if you had kept in until
you brought it into Vicksburg your¬
self."

"So you think, then," said the Gen¬
eral, "I am a very slow mail route."

"Well, rather," was the reply, "when
you have to travel by regular ap¬
proaches, parallels, and zigzags."

"Yes," he said, "that is a slow wayof getting into a place, but it is a very
sure way, and I was determined to de¬
liver those letters sooner or later."
The General then invited me to take

a seat with him on an old log near by,
and thus the rest of the time of the
truce was spent in pleasant conversa¬
tion. In the course of it the General
remarked:
"You have an admirable position for

defense here, and you have taken ex¬
cellent advantage of the ground."

"Yes, General," I replied, "but it is
equally as well adapted to offensive op¬
erations, and your Engineers have not
been slow to discover it."
"To this Gen. Sherman assented. In¬

tentionally or not, hi« civility certainly
prevented me from seeing many other
points in our front that I as Chief En¬
gineer was very anxious to examine."

ttarrlMon on the Point of Mutiny.
Despite the vigorous defense which

the Union troops encountered there was
no doubt that a large portion of the
garrison was at the point of open mu¬
tiny. They were strongly dissatisfied
with the management of the defense,
und the steady advance of the Union
works, which they could not arrest, had
a very depressing effect upon them.
They saw that their case was hopelessunless something entirely unexpectedhappened. All the bloodshed and labor
were of no avail to stop the slow, deadlyadvance of the Union army, making it
only a question of time when theywould have to succumb. For a longtime they had been buoyed up with
stories of relief from Kirby Smith on
the west side of the river, and Joe John¬
ston on the east, and the most had been
made of Jefferson l^avis's promise to
save the city at whatever cost. After
Mllliken's Bend there was no longer theslightest' hope from Kirby Smith and
Dick Taylor, and that of relief from
Joe Johnston was rapidly dying the
dnith of despair. Pemberton tried to
reanimate them with- preparations to
escape across the Mississippi River, and
actually did much work In tearing downframe houses in Vicksburg and making-1small flatboats from the material thus
obtained. At the time of the surrender!there were a large number of these
completed and very much In view. De¬
serters and others had folly informed
Gen. Grant of this plan. Commodore
Porter was notMM^ aad he

cautions against It by |$Ubllng his plck-
® s' h,s force of gunboats

* the toul^lara shore oppositeVicksburg with piles 01 dry wood to be
"Iff® 1.nt0# honflres in oase of such an
attempt of the garrison.

The Decision to Nnrremder.

T>JE!xL-**as* communication between
berton and Johnston related to a

joint operation, with Johnston striking
£..JL..U£!.01L army by th® way of
Haynes s Bluff and Pemberton taking
advantage of this to escape with his
army to the south and southeast by the
Hankinson's and Baldwin's Ferry
lioads. Johnston moved down toward
Haynes s Bluff to carry out his part of
the program, though it was hopeless
from the first, since fully one-half of
Grants army was stationed there be-
ILS ?w*tron,<f works- When Pembertonj
reit the pulse of his own army with ref¬
erence to the project he found the men
so unanimously against it that he saw
it was doomed to far are from the out¬
set. His commanding officers, from Ma-
#£-"«¦Gtin^ra,s to Colonels, all reported
that their men were famished and worn
out by the long labor and tense excite¬
ment, so that they were physically un-

i?r ?ny other duty than simply
standing in the trenches and firing. The
result was the calling of a council of

rS K?er!? »rt.on'8 headquarters on

ev(i
b Jr'JuIy 2- At the council

,
those present reported that

moirvW?r*uS« d been terrIb,y battered,
pT7n! iheir(Pnts, had been dismount¬
ed, and that the Unl^n troops In front
8olv^e"L>, ®£curely P,anted them¬
selves where they could reach the
rhfrr a at Ieast minute after the
charge began, so that it was hopeless
It BtoP them* The P,ace was

Pl-flla Jit**07 w
daph fr°m the Fed-

eials whenever the latter decided that
it wag worth the expenditure of life.
There was no doubt that the Federals
mflkP1 *1* r?«ady l2 "Pring which would
make effective breaches at several
whJSf' After hearing all these reports,which were so unanimously of one
character, Gen. Pemberton said that he
had lost all hope of being relieved by
l^"-,KJi°hns,ton and had considered everypossible Plan, and .hat there was to
his mind but two alternatives: either
o surrender while vfaey had ammuni¬
tion enough left to give the right to
demand terms or to sell their lives as
dearly as possible in what all knew to
be a hopeless effort to cut their wav
through the Union line*. He thera-
fore, mid that he wobld ask each offl-
cer present to give his vote ? on the
question, 'Surrender or not." When
innw1®^118 taken* ***toning with the
junior officer present, all voted to sur¬
render except two, Briar.-Gens, s n
Lee and Baldwin, who, however save
no reasons for their"negative vote

'

After
thf vote Gen Pemb^on Lid: '

^e\Pnrtlemen' 1 heard yourvotes and I agree with your almost
unanimous decision, though my own
pre'erence w°u|d be to pit myself

.

^eai0iTy tr°°w and make a dee-
perate effort to cut our Way through the
enemy. That Is my only hope of say-1

i»5 myself from shame and disgrace. >

5?8 *>r me todie at
f #

my at7J*yi even in a vain
to mrrpn^rC» the touy-g lines, than
to surrender It and Bm and meet the
obloquy which I kn^TWmk hteaoed
upon me. But my tfutyls to saSflS

t0 ¦ave,lhe 5W %hlch has so
nobly done its duty to defend Vicksburg.
iwX *efor*' concur with you and shall

ofJuly
8urrender thIs army on the 4th

Some objection was made to the day
but Gen. Pemberton said:

y'

rw>.ia.mT^ Northern man: I know my
and fii'ni t3°m th?,r Pecu,Iar weakness
r. if l National vanity; I know we

4?h S r i /v. m" from them on the
JSr wiy ?" any other day of the
>tar. We must sacrifice our pride to
these considerations/'

M®J' f/ Lockctt, who la the author-
"rwi?5 '}'"ve account, nays further:

that p
ne^°t*ations we noticed

that Gen. Grant and Admiral Porter
hvr2« communicating with each other

8*£ro"? a tal1 tower on land
masthead on Porter's ship. Our

signal-service men had Ion* before
worked out the Federal coSf on the
principle of Poe's 'Gold Bue' and
translated the messages as soon 4s sent.
We knew that Gen. Grant was anxious
irn iUS aU as Pr,soners to the North¬
ern prison-pens. We also knew that

ripnt61** Sa'd he dJd not have suffi-
^ transportation to carry us and

"If'1" his Judgment It woGld be far
better to parole us and use the fleet in
sending the Federal troops to Port
Hudson and other points where they
rln8 ieedKd' .

Thl* he,*ed to make
Gen. Pemberton more bold and per-

i!?i demands, and finally en¬
abled him to obtain virtually the
terms of his original proposition/

As to Those Messages.
The question naturally occurs wheth¬

er these messages of which MaJ. Lock¬
et t speaks were not Intended to be
translated. For some time Gen. Grant
£i« ^fhn.JnsAruc.ti2* Ws men to mln-

Confederates In the truces
L°,CC?Kr?d..eVe.Iy n,Kht and spread

the Idea that he Intended, when the
surrender took place, to parole his
plisoners and let them go home. There
was a shrewd policy in this. The gar¬
rison was largely made up of men

and. Kpnf80^1' AFkansas, Tennessee
and Kentucky, many of whom had
grown tired of the war and we.e anx-

JEUL ° retu4rn, to their homes, where
nnof ^ere 8lde of the Unlon
Once there and out of reach of the
«^?^derate. ^"scripting officers, they
would remain until the end of the war

gle
n° *urther Part to the strug-

Flaen of Tniee.
While the Union soldiers were push¬

ing forward their * wines and ap¬
proaches with the greatest activity in
anticipation of a general assault, which

un_der8tood to be set for July 6,
»
flags suddenly ;appeared at the

salient points about io o'clock in the
forenoon of July 3.1 The astonished

o artillerists an4 Infantrymen at
once ceased their flre**nd looked with
eager eyes to see what would follow
boon two officers were seen approach¬
ing our lines under aLlarge white flag.These proved to be Maj.-Gen. John S.
Bowen, who commanded one of Pem-
^ If, Divisions, anS Col. Monlgom-
ery, Aid-de-Camp to [ Pemberton, and
who bore the following letter:

"H3«a^«3arter», Vlcttbnrg, Miss., July

!"i. V' c»nimandlngUnited States Forces, etc.
I«« GeJieraI: 1 have honor to pro-j

t0 ,^u an, armistice for several
with a view to arranging terms

for the capitulation qf Vicksburg. To
agreeabl^/to you, I will ap-

point three commissioners to meet a
like number, to bo named by yourself.

marSVcac^Ie|th0Ur V y°U

f,lrA make this proposition to save the
further effusion of blood which must
otherwise be shod to a trhchtful ex-

£?»*- mee"^.y"^.,",,jr^ to ma":
rerto. Position, for a yet Indefinite

vrn7^!;2'rimimJrLt,on »SM handed
J aBowen^J UUCe W ^-Gen-
so^n? **i,#Ul,y' y<"r i>bedle'>'
^

*
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THOMPSON'S STATION.
Fine Brigade Sacrificed by a General's Mismanagement.

Splendid Fighting Against Overwhelming Forces.

By CHAS. P. LINCOLN, Captain, Ifth Mich.

I am to give my personal recollection
of an engagement known as the fight
at Thompson Station, or Spring Hill,
Tenn., occurring March 5, 1863.

Early in February the corps com¬
manded by Gen. Gordon Granger, three
divisions. 12,000 strong, reached Nash¬
ville by steamers from Louisville. The
First Division was commanded by that
genial and much-loved commander,
Gen. Absalom Baird; the Second and
Third by Gens. Gilbert and Crook.
Granger's headquarters were at Nash¬
ville; Baird and Crook encamped near
there, and Gilbert at Franklin.
The Third Brigade of Gen. Baird's

Division, commanded by Col. John Co-
burn, of ^Indiana, was temporarily as¬
signed to* Gilbert's command, and post¬
ed at Brentwood, midway between
Nashville and Franklin.
The rebel forces, under command of

Maj.-Gen. Earl Van Dorn, consisting of
four brigades of 15 regiments and four
batteries of artillery with Gens. Forrest,
Cosby, Armstrong, Martin and Col.
Whitfield as commanders, crossed Duck
River early in February, and soon after
encamped near Thompson Station.
Van Dorn's pickets, thrown well for¬

ward, came in frequent conflict with
those of Gen. Gilbert In front of Frank¬
lin.
On the 3d of March the following

order was received by Gen. Gilbert
from Murfreesboro:
"The General commanding directs that

you send a brigade and a sufficient cav¬
alry force to-morrow on the Columbia
pike as far as Spring Hill; send out a
party from there toward Columbia and
one through to Raleigh Springs on the
Lewisburg pike. A cavalry force from
here will communicate with your party
at that place some time during the day
after to-morrow. We desire to know
what is in your front. Take a forage-
train along.

"(Signed) J. A. Garfield, Brigadier-
General and Chief of Staff."

Gen. Gilbert's Division was comfort¬
ably quartered at Franklin, and he evi¬
dently believed it to be expedient and
the part of good generalship to bring
Coburn's Brigade from Brentwood and
send It on this expedition. A copy of
the order was given Col. Coburn, with
direction that it be obeyed. By its terms
no discretion was left him in the event
of meeting a superior force, until he
had engaged the enemy, tested their
strength and demonstrated his own in¬
ability to comply with the instructions.

Cebura's Briffadc.
Coburn's Brigade, 1,845 strong, con¬

sisted of his own regiment, 33d Ind.,
Lieut-Col. Henderson; 85th Ind., Col.
Baird; 22d Wis., Col. Utley; and 19th
Mich., Col. Gilbert. Of the latter regi¬
ment ! the writer was a member.
Detachments of the 4 th Ky., 2d Mich,
and 9th Pa. Cav., 600 strong, under
command of Col. Jordan, of the last-
mentioned regiment, together with the
18th Ohio Battery, Capt. Alshire, were
added to the brigade, making the total
strength 2,837 officers and men.
On the morning of the 4th of March,

remembered well as a bright, cool day,
the column moved out of Franklin.
Ale*t to every opportunity to secure
fortge for his animals. Gen. Gilbert sent
100 wagons under guard of the 124th
Ohio.

Simultaneously with our movement,
Van Dorn made a reconnoissance to¬
ward Franklin, encountering our forces
about four miles out; lines of battle
were formed, the enemy occupying a
range of hills crossing the turnpike at
right angles. The face of the country
hereabouts was much broken, undu¬
lating. presenting to the eye lqng swells
and ridges, in many places quite steep
and precipitous; thus the view of the
country was circumscribed, except in
the directloh along the turnpike. Our
guns, posted on a slight elevation, had

threw forward three regiments of In¬
fantry and a portion of his cavalry; as
they advanced the rebels fell back, but
soon appeared on the high hills In front
and to our left and right. Gen. Forrest
appeared with a large force on the
Lewisburg road to our left, and it was
apparent to all that they greatly out¬
numbered us. The fields, the road, and
the densely-wooded heights were
swarming with their artillery. A mes¬
senger was dispatched by Col. Coburn
to Gen. Gilbert giving full information
as to the situation, and our advanced
forces were ordered to fall back to our
first position, where we remained fully
three hours awaiting orders from the
General at Franklin. The order came:
"I suppose you understand the object
of the move; if forage train is likely to
prove an embarrassment, send it back
and go ahead." The train was returned,
half of the wagons having been loaded.
Jordan was sent to the left and For¬
rest fell back. Van Dorn improved the
opportunity of estimating our strength,
and no doubt conceived the plan of
drawing us into the open field as far
as possible from support at Franklin,
where he could more easily effect our
capture.

Gilbert** Mtsmanagemeat.
Coburn had no option; his orders

were Imperative to proceed to Spring
Hill. The column advanced two miles,
went into camp and slept under arms,
ready for any emergency. The intense
stillness of that night was broken only
by the occasional sharp crack of a rifle,
and then the hush of expectancy fell
upon the tired forces, very many of
them scarcely able to wait for the
morning to renew the strife.
With the dawn of March 5 came two

unusually intelligent negro lads, who
had managed, under cover of the dark¬
ness, to pass Van Dorn's pickets to our
camp, bringing valuable information of
the strength of the rebels; stating that
they were this side of Spring Hill, were
coming to take Franklin and, as they
had been told, were fully 16,000 strong.
These boys were sent by Coburn with
mounted men to Gilbert. Receiving no
response to the news they conveyed, at
8 o'clock the brigade advanced in close
column, cavalry in froat; with line of
skirmishers on either side of the road.
The country was hilly, broken and

wooded; dotted here and there with
farm-houses, from whose doors the wo¬
men and children gazed at us with
blanched faces as we marched along.
Few, we knew, if any, among them
entertained for u» & kindly sentiment;
their sympathies and their prayers weredoubtless f&r the foes we were so soon
to encounter.
When about two miles from camp

an outpost of the enemy's cavalry was
driven flying down the road toward
Thompson Station, now little more than
a mile distant.

Before reaching there the road
passes a wooded hill to the left, with
a clear valley on the right; this valley
becomes narrower at the southeast and
ends in a gap through the ridge.
This ridge traversed the road at right

angles and was covered with cedars.
The turnpike and railroad pass through
this gap.
Beyond this is an open field, possibly

a mile wide; the station is about mid¬
way of this field. Beyond the station
the woods are dense and extensive, cov¬
ering an elevation. Here Van Dorn's
forces awaited our appearance. It was
soon evident that his object had been
to draw us through this gap, and he
had succeeded. He opened with artil¬
lery upon the head of our column from
the right of the road. Our battery was
brought forward, two guns to the right
nd three to the left, on the ridge some

50 feet above the fields and valley in
front.
The 33d and 85th Ind. were sta-

tioned on the right; the 19th Mich, and
22d Wis. in line on the left. Some of

¦AN OFFICER OF VAN DORN'S ST^FF, THE LAST TO RETREAT, STOPPED
TO ASSIST A WOUNDED SOLDIER FROM THE FIELD."

a range of nearly one mile uninter¬
rupted by the hills.

DlacoverlBg the Enemy.
The first intimation I had of the pres¬

ence of the enemy was the roar of their
guns, as they opened fire upon us with
two pieces of artillery, the shells pass¬
ing directly over our heads and burst¬
ing in the field nearby at our right.
We obeyed the command "forward.

double-quick" with alacrity, thinking
our safety lay in making our distance
greater from the exploding shells,
though it put us eloser each step to the
overwhelming numbers of tts foe.
Our guns- responded tor the enemy's

fire; a brisk cannonade continued for
nearly anyhow, with no low to us, but
with several killed: and wounded on the
ether side.
WMtat -Happening Ooburn aid

our cavalry, dismounted, occupied a
cedar-covered knoll to the left of the
19th Mich. The 124th Ohio was in the
rear, guarding the ammunition-train, a
mile away. By the time we had thus
gotten into position, our battery opened
upon the enemy; the firing was ex¬
changed for nearly half an hour, with
no apparent effect upon our side.

I was at this time ordered to send
four of my best marksmen across the
cornfield in our immediate front. As
you will remember, the stalks as a rule
were left standing, and they served as
a partial cover for these men, who
were directed to creep cautiously to¬
ward a group of mounted men on a
knoll distant some 300 yards, and as¬
certain whether they were friends or
fees. About this time troops were seen
<ia a high Wll to oar left, and by the

IS-taefarepy*

glass, the property of a private and ap¬
parently the only field-glass our side
could muster, we discovered the enemy
there planting a battery, and soon a
shell from It was directed at the four
marksmen, who were by this time more
than half way on th jlr mission through
the cornfield, li failed of its errand,
and the quartet, "accelerando double-
quick," returned, seeking safety with
their own. readily scaling a stone fence
behind which we were In line.

A Darlic Sharpshooter.
At this moment a small puff of smoke

was seen at the foot of the hill on
which this battery had been planted,
and a horse dashed down the hillside,
his rider falling from the saddle. One
of our dismounted cavalrymen, either
with or without orders, had skirted
along under cover of the woods to the
foot of the hill until within range, se¬
lected his target, taking deadly aim at,
it was reported, the person of Gen,
Armstrong's Adjutant-General. To
avenge this act, the battery sent a hiss¬
ing shell at the daring soldier. They
then opened fire upon us, the first shell
striking the ground in the very midst
of the men of Co. E, 19th Mich., cover¬
ing them with dirt. Fortunately It
failed to explode. Our battery, on an
elevation at our rear, returned the fire,
ajid a number of shots were exchanged.The 19th Mich, was then ordered ln-
column by division, close order, to lie
down Just under the guns of our bat¬
tery, the flying shells passing directly
over and by far too near our heads to
be enjoyable. We were in this positionbut a moment, when the rattle of mus¬
ketry and shrill rebel yells away to our
right assured us that our comrades of
the 33d and 85th Ind. were desperately
engaged.
These regiments had been ordered

to move upon the station and to charge
a battery at its left. Under cover of
our two guns on the hill in their rear,
although in the face of a heavy lire of
musketry and artillery, they moved for¬
ward steadily in column by division un¬
til near the depot, when they made ft
rush for the battery, the rebels rallyingaround it, and although Whitfield'®
Texas Brigade, until this moment con¬
cealed behind a stone fence, rose and
poured a withering fire into the ranks
of these gallant Hooslera, they would
not give way. Col. Coburn was at this
moment Informed that a large force
was passing to our left and rear bythe Lewisburg pike. Convinced then
beyond doubt that we were in the pres¬
ence of an enemy outnumbering us by
the thousands, he ordered -the Indiana
regiments to fall back, intending to re¬
treat. When these regiments began to
retire, Jackson's Division, In position
in the woods in the rear of the station,
charged upon them with loud yells,and pursued them across the valley,
over a stone fence at the foot, and
nearly to the summit of the hill. Hera
the Indianians declined to retreat fur¬
ther, but turned upon and repulsed
their assailants, driving them back over
the same ground to the depot, behind
which the discomfited enemy again nO-
Ued.

Mai. w. R. Shatter.
As we heard what proved to be Jstk-

son's charge upon the Indiana boys,the gallant Major of the 19th Mich.,W. R. Shafter, now Major-General, re¬
tired, at breakneck speed rode from
our regiment over to the right and did
effective and courageous service in ral¬
lying and encouraging our retreating
troops, even joining them in their coun¬
ter-charge.
As we were in column by division,

close order, just below our battery, our
position was deemed a dangerously ex¬
posed one in the event of the with¬
drawal of the battery, and we were
moved around the hill on which our
guns had been located to the right,
parallel with and facing the railroad,
passing just at the rear of the Wisconsin
regiment. Here we saw our three pieces
of artillery leaving the field, with all
possible speed, in the direction of
Franklin. The cavalry, the other sec¬
tion of our battery, the ammunition-
train with its guard, 124th Ohio, togeth¬
er with a portion of the 22d Wis., under
Lieut.-Col. Bloodgood, joining in the
flight, seeking safety in Franklin, de¬
priving us of the possibility of retreat
and of all hope of a successful re¬
sistance. As they disappeared, the
enemy pressed us with renewed
vigor, requiring a determined re¬
sistance or a disgraceful and disor¬
derly flight. To our stubborn firmness
against the greatest odds is due the
successful retreat of our troops who
had thus sought safety in flight. The
22d Wis. had just changed its position,
forming a line parallel with us, and sev¬
eral yards to the rear, upon the hillside,
near the position just vacated by our
battery. We were at once attacked in
rear and left by dismounted cavalry¬
men in great numbers.

Flgfctlag to the Rear.
We were compelled to face this at¬

tacking force by the rear rank, and, as
a consequence, only two or three com¬
panies of the 19th Mich, on the left
were able to effectively return the Are,
as the 22d Wis. was now in our front
and nearer the crest of the ridge. The
enemy's fire along the whole line of
the Wisconsin troops was terrific, and
although they were also exposed to an
enfilade fire from their batteries, the
Wisconsin boys, with such assistance as
could be rendered by their Michigan
comrades, bravely repelled the attack
and compelled their foes to retire. The
command given by the cool and cour¬
ageous Col. Utley, of the 22d Wis., a
moment before this attack upon our
lines, became a pet byword or expres¬
sion throughout the brigade for months
afterwards. It was: "Look out, boys;
get ready to shoot; the rebels are
coming." And they were ready.
The 19th Mich, was then ordered

across the railroad and to change front
to the left. As this movement was be¬
ing executed and nearly completed we
found Armstrong's Brigade, which had
charged the Indiana regiments, in our
very midst. With bayonets fixed, we
charged them to the stone fence at the
foot of the hill, over which Jackson's
men in their first charge had driven
our Indiana comrades. At this fence
Whitfield's Brigade was in line, and
with desperate courage sought to stay
our advance. In this unequal contest
of one regiment against a whole bri¬
gade the fighting was more than hand-
to-hand, and the acts of individual dar¬
ing and courage were many. A Ser¬
geant of my company sprang upon the
stone wall, seized the Texans' brigade
colors, bayoneted its bearer, and we
retained possession of the flag until the
close of the contest. Notwithstanding
the Texans exhibited a superior cour¬
age and fought with a determination
worthy the noblest cause, they could
not withstand the impetuosity and the
bayonets of their Wolverine Toe, and
they fled across the valley and joined
their retreating companions, only to re¬
form and return, to be again and again
driven from our front.

A Gallant Rebel.
Here an incident Illustrating personal

courage and our admiration of It oc¬
curred. In the flight of the Texan
Brigade, an officer of Van Dorn's staff,
well mounted, the last to retreat*
stopped in his flight to protect with his
horse and his person a wounded soldier
from our fire, and to assist him from
the field. This act of courage elicited
a cheer from many of oar men, and as
order to "Cease firing at that officer."
r (ONrtfcUM* «nr two.)


